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taigne, who delighted in Plutarch, and kept him
ever on his table, praises him in that besides his
long discourses, "there are a thousand others,
whicli lie lias only touched and glanced upon,
where he only points with his finger to direct us
which, way we may go if we will, and contents
himself sometimes witli only giving one brisk hit
in the nicest article of the question, from whence
we are to grope out the rest." And this is what
Plutarch himself is driving at, when he warns
young men that it is well to go for a light to
another man's fire, hut by no means to tarry by
it, instead of kindling a torch of their own.

Grammarians draw a distinction between a
maxim and an aphorism, and tell us that while an
aphorism only states some broad truth of general
bearing, a maxim, besides stating the truth, en-
joins a rule of conduct as its consequence. For
instance, to say that "There are some men with
jitst imagination enough to spoil their judgmentJJ
is an aphorism. But there is action as well as
thought in such sayings as this: " Tis a great
sign of mediocrity to be always reserved in
praise "; or in this of M. Aurelius, " When thou
wishest to give thyself delight, think of the